I HONORARY DEGREE DAY

“I was unexpectedly emotional, kind of proving to
myself that this recognition was very important”

Jan Schofield B.Ed. (Hons),
M.Ed. (Cantab)

Executive Dean, Honoured Guests,
Fellow Old Students, and now,
Honorary Graduates of the

University of Bedfordshire.

Thank you, Jackie, for your clarity, and
explanation of how we are all sitting
here today. Clearly the culture, values
and ethos of 1903 Bedford still echo
in today's world: those of adaptability,
resilience and buoyancy. We are, after
all, Bedford trained!

As an Association, we are
enjoying close links with the BBC
The British Broadcasting Corporation;
thanks to Doug Bedford, Maureen
Bedford's son. Maureen, and her sister
Eileen Macleod, were involved in a piece
on BBC ‘Look East’, and interviewed

on BBC Radio 4's ‘WWoman's Hour'.VWe
offer a very warm welcome and hearty
congratulations to Eileen Macleod and
Mary Connelly (1946/49), our oldest Old
Students attending today. BBC 'Look East’
also interviewed Juliet Fern, Steph Daniels
and me here at the University last week.

| The Bedford Physical Education

Jackie “the 81 and three quarters year
old, woman from Cheshire” (and yes, she
does keep a diary!) was interviewed on
the BBC 'Breakfast’ and BBC ‘North West
Tonight’; the latter with Jean Hammond,
both representing the 1961/64 year
group.Very many thanks to University

of Bedfordshire (UoB) Communications
and Media Department, who
coordinated the exclusive with the

BBC, which also included an excellent
piece on BBC Three Counties radio. I'm
delighted the true essence of today’s
celebration resonated across all pieces:
acknowledging the high-quality training,
teaching and learning by former Bedford
lecturers and students.

The second BBC is the Bedford Borough
Council, to which | will return to later.

Without the close working relationship,
and strong and evolving partnership,
between B.PE.OS.A. and UoB, this
occasion would not be possible. Indeed,
we know it was due to the living
vibrancy of the association membership
and the Bedford Physical Education
Archive records, that the University had
the basis to make the awards today.

Our thanks to .M. Marsh and Dartford
for their support in helping us gain
our first Honorary Awards two years
ago. In turn, we are currently working
closely with several other former

PE. Colleges, who are yet to be
awarded an Honorary Degree.

How does our Association
benefit our members?

Dr Mark Bowler and Jo McKeown, both
members of the University staff, also

sit on the Association’s full committee.
Formerly, Angie Newton and Steph
Daniels were also staff here and have
been, and still are, Association Officers
and Trustees for many years.

Both Undergraduate and Post Graduate
students are informed to the history
of College and the benefits of the
Association. At interview, the classic
question “Why Bedford?”, frequently
results in answers reflecting the long
history of training Physical Education
teachers. Dr Paul Sammon informed
the new Postgraduates this week, they
are the |21st consecutive cohort of
Physical Education students to be
trained at Bedford. No mean feat!

Awards and Grants

The Pre-Graduation Awards and
Dinner is an annual event hosted at

the University by the Association. Daisy
Perry and Steven Braby, who Graduated
in 2022, received awards, are active
members of the Committee, and
volunteered to help today as ushers.
Our funds to benefit others include the:

B Christine Heath Award
B Pat Bowen-West Fund
B Educational Projects Fund.

Information may be found on our
website and in The Annual Report,
as is for our most recent fund.

The Honorary Degree
Graduation Legacy Fund

is being launched today

A Proposal was tabled and accepted
by the Committee, which included
planting trees, and a bench with a
plague marking this historic occasion,
to be placed at The Plantation; these
will be mirrored at the UoB. Bedford
Borough Council has agreed to trees
and a plaque, and a conversation is
taking place to provide equipment
for young children at The Plantation.
Research with a local Primary School
regarding the children’s ideas is taking
place later this month.There is an
opportunity to contribute to the fund



today at the merchandise stall, located
in the Archive Exhibition.

Bedford and Beyond

Following the Honorary Degrees,

as well as everyone'’s joyful memories
and pride, ‘Bedford and Beyond' is a
publication planned to record this
historic occasion. It will include all
aspects of the Honorary Degree,
reflect on college life, and the impact
on our lives beyond Bedford. Your
lives. Our diverse post-College
achievements in the multifarious
spheres our lives have taken us. All
of us have gone on to achieve many
things within, and beyond, Physical
Education. If | may cite Helen Elkington
“to teach is to touch lives forever”.
This always resonates with me.

The Association enjoys a

high profile in Beford

The Plantation, between Lansdowne,
Linden and Dynevor Roads, has
memories of practical work for many
of us, and is now, perhaps, very much
part of the heart of B.C.PE. where the
following can be found:

B Margaret Stanfeld's Stone, which
was visited by Dr Helen Pankhurst,
the Granddaughter of Sylvia,
Great-granddaughter of Emmeline
Pankhurst, and Honorary Member
of the Association.

B The Informative Board illustrates
the background to The Planation.
| very much encourage you to
visit and explore Lansdowne; we
have distributed ‘warning letters’ to
Lansdowne Residents!

B The Archive Exhibition held an
‘Open House' yesterday inviting
local historians, Councillors, The
Bedford Higgins Museum staff, and
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Friends of B.PE.O.S.A., who live on
Lansdowne Road.

B This year, the Association is
sponsoring the high-profile BBC
(Bedford Borough Councill) Sports
and Physical Activity Awards — the
Young Volunteer category.

B Even the colour scheme for the
flowers along The Embankment are
in college colours!

In conclusion

When | was appointed President in
2021, 1 drafted The President’s Proposal,
which, amongst numerous suggestions,
recommended the encouragement of
active membership participation. Today is
a wonderfully vibrant example of such.

With the Paralympics in Paris currently
amazing the world, | remember London
2012 when several different countries
teams were based here, at the Bedford
Campus before they travelled to London
to compete. Margaret Maughan lit the
cauldron at the Paralympics Opening
Ceremony in London 2012. She was
Great Britain’s first Paralympian, being
awarded a gold medal for archery in
Rome in 1960. She said “Never give up.
Don't expect everything to fall into your
lap.You have to do the work.”

The 1961/64 Bedford cohort certainly
reflect this sentiment!

Thanks

On behalf of the Association, may | thank
all the University staff, front of house

and behind the scenes, who have made
today happen.The team has been ably
led by Juliet Fern and Sarah Blomfield.
Juliet: your high-quality leadership, huge
enthusiasm and attention to detail,

are to be admired and acknowledged.
Without these qualities, our very special

day would not have been possible.

Grateful thanks also to the University
Physical Education Lecturers who clearly
maintain what Margaret Stansfeld

would expect. Excellence! Nothing less!
No pressure!

And my personal thanks to all the
B.PE.O.S. A Trustees, Committee
Members, who work constantly
and tirelessly throughout the year,
enabling our Association to thrive,
develop and evolve.

Thank you to everyone who volunteers
on behalf of B.PE.O.S.A,, for their
untiring, collaborative approach and
joyful spirit which is of utmost
importance. Margaret Stansfeld’s
pioneering spirit lives on.

Thank you all for being part of this
active and vibrant Association. | very
much look forward to welcoming you
back to Bedford on Old Students’ Day
next year: Saturday 17th May 2025. In
the meantime, enjoy your very well-
deserved day, and enjoy showing off
your certificates with pride.

It is with great pleasure | welcome
Margaret Jackson M.B.E.

Margaret was the ‘Keeper of the List
for the 2022 Ceremony, and, like
Jackie, sent literally thousands of
emails corresponding with hundreds
of Old Students.

When Margaret asked if she may do
anything to help with this ceremony,

| know she didn't expect my request —
of speaking today. Margaret represents
her year group of 1975/1978, the last
year to be awarded a Certificate of
Education. As she left Bedford, | joined
College, and it is a privilege to share this
occasion with her.
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