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HONORARY DEGREE DAY

“Somehow a way must be found for  
Bedford Students to graduate”

Eileen Alexander

Jackie Gregory 1961-64
My reflections inevitably cover the 
journey as well as the 2 joyous, historic 
and memorable celebrations, the first 
September 10th 2022, the second 
September 7th 2024.

The journey was long and often 
frustrating, but I continued to be 
encouraged at what was being 
accomplished by all those involved  
in ensuring we had OUR DAYS. 
Team work was the key and I found 
the enthusiasm, support and sheer 
attention to detail of those involved, 
from the University and BPEOSA, both 
heartwarming and inspirational.

Each Celebration was brilliantly 
organised, each full of joy, poignancy  
and excited reunions

The second celebration certainly 
matched the first in every aspect. The 
pleasure shown by those receiving their 
award, and that of their families and 
friends, was mirrored in the delight of 
the hardworking University staff and 
Association members.

Having received my degree at the first 
celebration the second one was, in 
many ways, a different experience for 
me. I had time to chat and put faces to 
the names of many I had corresponded 
with. I was so touched by the elation, the 
appreciation of the work entailed to get 
us to that point and the knowledge of 
the efforts many had made to attend.

Those efforts included travel from all 
over the British Isles including Guernsey, 
and further afield from Belgium, France, 
Italy, Spain, Australia and the USA. 
Others overcame health problems, 
mobility issues and lastminute changes 
to plans. I had to take a moment out to 
reflect, full of Awe and Wonder, on both 
the Bedford Spirit and what this award 
obviously meant to so many.

My day had started with an early morning 
briefing and microphone testing.

An unforgettable beginning to the 
formal part of the proceedings was 
being with the platform party walking 

to the hall accompanied by the stirring 
music of the piper.

Once the names started to be read 
out I experienced unexpected emotion 
watching those graduating proudly walking 
across in front of us and then hearing the 
names of those receiving a posthumous 
award (2 from my own year).

Then it was my turn to speak, a special 
and powerful experience, not as nerve 
wracking as facing the BBC cameras but 
so humbling knowing what an amazingly 
talented, accomplished and inspiring 
group I was addressing.

Later I found a corner to sit quietly for 
a few minutes and reflected on the 
significance of the seeds planted by my 
year group, the Quest journey which 
resulted in the recognition of our course, 
the celebration of our achievements and 
the sheer joy experienced by so many. 

Overwhelmingly powerful emotions  
left me exhausted!   


